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1 Abstract 
In the twentieth century, efficient and elegant structures were designed by engineers like Heinz Hossdorf. At 
that time, these structures could not be analytically calculated or evaluated. Instead, physical models were 
built to verify the engineer’s intuition, gain experience and allow further development of designs. 

Nowadays, engineers use digital models that allow the calculation of nearly any conceivable structure. This 
results in two phenomena: First, when every shape is feasible and most materials are at disposal, there is a 
high risk of arbitrary design. Additionally, engineers spend most of their time on calculations – yet our society 
needs engineers that design rather than compute. 

In this paper, it is suggested that the models used by engineers have a great influence on the structural designs 
they develop. To better understand models as tools for design engineers, a theory of model-use in structural 
design is needed. This paper contributes to this task by addressing the influence of materiality of models on 
their epistemic value. For this purpose, it analyses the physical models of Hossdorf. Lacking theories in the 
field of structural design on model-use, Hossdorf’s models are analyzed using theories from the field of 
philosophy of science and technology. Important properties of physical models are traced and it is discussed, 
whether these properties can be found in today’s digital models. Three qualitative properties for ideal models 
are suggested, and further research on model-use is motivated. 

Keywords: model-use; structural design process; physical models; digital models; design tools; epistemology; 
materiality; Heinz Hossdorf. 

1443

mailto:johanna.ruge@hcu-hamburg.de
mailto:johanna.ruge@hcu-hamburg.de
mailto:annette.boegle@hcu-hamburg.de
mailto:annette.boegle@hcu-hamburg.de

	Session_IABSE_A
	A.1 200-Year Bridge #1 
	A.2 Tomorrow's Affordable Housing #1 
	A.3 Bridge Construction
	A.4 Underground Structures - Fire and Water 
	A.5 Innovative Solutions to Complex Building Design
	A.6 Urban Structures - Challenges and Solutions
	A.7 Climate Effects on Structural Resiliency
	A.8 Design Trends and Innovations

	Session_IABSE_B
	B.1 200-Year Bridge #2 
	B.2 Tomorrow's Affordable Housing #2 
	B.3 Long-Span Bridge Design Considerations
	B.4 Structural Performance Under High Temperatures
	B.5 Movement Control of Structures
	B.6 Applications of SHM 1
	B.7 Extreme Loading on Structures
	B.8 Alternative Reinforcing Panel Session
	B.9P Urban Infrastructure: Performance Based Engineering

	Session_IABSE_C
	C.1 200-Year Bridge #3
	C.2 Tomorrow's Affordable Housing #3 
	C.3 Structure Performance
	C.4 Fire Safety Design Panel Session
	C.5 Design of New York Structures
	C.6 Applications of SHM 2 
	C.7 Urbanization and Ecological Building Construction
	C.8 Alternative Construction Materials
	C.9 Bridge Operations and Maintenance: Monitoring
	C.10P Urbanization: The Challenges of Building Urban

	Session_IABSE_D
	D.1 200-Year Bridge #4
	D.3 Bridge Design Optimization -1 
	D.4 Seismic Resiliency
	D.5 Performance-Based Engineering of Structures - 1
	D.6 Bridge Assessment and Repair - 1
	D.7 Effects of Climate Change Panel Session
	D.8 Timber Design concepts
	D.9P Urban Infrastructure: Tunnel Resiliency
	D.10P Mitigating Fire Hazards Through Engineering
	D.11P Urban Infrastructure: Mitigation of Wind-Induced

	Session_IABSE_E
	E.1 200-Year Bridge #5
	E.3 Bridge Design Optimization -2 
	E.4 Analyzing Seismic Performance
	E.5 Performance-Based Engineering of Structures - 2 
	E.6 Bridge Assessment and Repair - 2 
	E.7 Globalization and Structural Engineering -1 
	16307 Models as Design Tools – Physical Models and their Epistemic Value

	E.8 Concrete Repair Panel Session
	E.9P Urban Infrastructure: Footbridges and Non-Redundant
	E.10P Technology: Accelerated Bridge Construction
	E.11P Technology: Structural Health Monitoring
	E.12P Technology: BIM/BrIM and Virtual Reality

	Session_IABSE_F
	F.1 200-Year Bridge #6
	F.2 Design and Testing of Footbridges - 1
	F.3 Seismic Dissipation Systems Panel Session
	F.4 Structural Engineering Challenges
	F.5 Bridge Assessment and Repair - 3
	F.6 Globalization and Structural Engineering -2 
	F.7 Using BIM to Improve Design and Construction
	F.8P Bridge Design - Considerations for the future
	F.9P Extreme Events: Forensic Study
	F.10P Technology: Alternative Construction Materials
	F.11 Commercial Session

	Session_IABSE_G
	G.1 200-Year Bridge #7
	G.2 Design and Testing of Footbridges - 2
	G.3 Seismic Design - Short/Medium Bridge Span
	G.4 Design Optimization
	G.5 Assessment and Monitoring
	G.6 Forensic Study - Learning from the Past
	G.7 Virtual Reality Modeling of Structures Panel Session
	G.8P Urbanization: Structural Safety of Urban
	G.9P Extreme Events: Multi-Hazard Resilience
	G.10P Globalization: Global Interoperability
	G.11P Urban Infrastructure: Restoration
	G.12P Tomorrow Construction: Alternative

	Session_IABSE_H
	H.2 Construction Techniques
	H.3 Structural Safety of Urban Areas
	H.4 Structural Assessment and Repair
	H.5 Camera-Based SHM Bridge Techniques Panel Session
	H.6 Strengthening - Historic Structures 1
	H.7 Design Challenges
	H.8P Extreme Events: Preparing the Unprepared
	H.9P Urban Infrastructure: Advanced Computing

	Session_IABSE_I
	I.2 Multi-Hazard Design
	I.3 Wind Effects on Structures Panel Session
	I.4 Designing in Urban Areas
	I.5 Strengthening - Historic Structures - 2
	I.6 Design Innovations


